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   I continued the loud yelps and cuts and, 
in a few minutes, it was apparent that the 
bird was closing the gap - and fast. He 
now sounded about two hundred yards 
away. However, at the next series of calls, 
another gobbler answered from the left 
front of my blind. He also was quite a 
ways off. Now the gobbling was fast and 
furious. Both toms were doing their best 
to convince Sweet Thing that they were 
the "real king of the woods."

   In a couple of minutes the tom behind 
me was shaking the ground with his 
gobbles. The one off to the left front had 
closed the gap but he sounded like he was 
still in the creek bottom. I heard a 
thunderous gobble close by and I felt 
certain that a longbeard should be in 
sight. I stood and peaked out the top of a 
window on the right side of blind - 
nothing. I sat back down and gave 
another yelp. The tom’s answer nearly 
knocked me off my stool! I again stood 
and peaked out the window. There he was 
in full strut coming down the wagon trail. 
He had just passed through the gap in the 
old fence where a gate used to hang. I 
hurriedly lowered the window just to the 
right of my double front window. When 
he centered that window, I would shoot. I 
sat down, checked my arrow to be certain 
it was nocked correctly and released the 
arrow holder. This only took a couple of 
seconds. When I looked up he had 
already passed the side window and was 
just strutting into view at the right edge 
of my front window.

   With one more flirty little twitch from 
Sweet Thing, he angled toward her. Ole 
Faithful was already tracking him and a 
millisecond later my multicolored 
fletching was mating with the black 
coverlets covering his wing butt! He 
flopped about ten yards heading toward 
the timber but he never made it. I quickly 
grabbed some backup arrows and 
unzipped the blind. Recalling the 
toughness of Sgt. Rock last year (it took 
three Snuffers in the boiler to put him 
down for keeps) I hurried to the fallen 
gobbler. This time no follow-up arrow 
was necessary. Combined with a heavy 
laminated birch shaft, the 145-grain 
broadhead put him down for good. The 
bird’s wing feathers were soaked in 
blood. Just for insurance, though, I 
rotated his head around his neck for a 
couple of rounds. I looked at my watch - 
6:42 am. I couldn't believe it - a ten 
minute gobbler! After almost five hours 

yesterday, and two missed shots with my 
recurve, Ole Faithful had delivered his 
first time out - ten minutes into the hunt!! 
Now, you understand why Ole Faithful is 
irreplaceable! Once again he came 
through just like he has been doing for 
twenty years.

   From a season that seemed to be doomed 
from the start came the gift of a warrior. I 
walked back to the point where the 
feathers marked the spot of the shot - 14 
paces from the edge of my blind. This 
fine gobbler had two tail feathers broken 
off and a bare spot on his breast bone 
from fighting. He weighed 24 1/2 
pounds, had a 10 1/2" beard and 1 1/8” 
spurs. After a prayer of thanksgiving, I 
tagged the noble bird and took the prize 
to Sweet Thing to allow her and Ole 
Faithful to relish their victory! <<<
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   It’s that time of the year again for all of us to get together 
in the summer heat and lie to one another about all our 
hunting conquests from this past winter and spring. Food 
and beverages will be shared and, who knows, a bow may 
even be shot every now and then. The Rendezvous is always 
a great family affair so pack up the kids, bring along 20 of 
your closest relatives and join the rest of us for some fun in 
the sun!

   The event will be held in Marshall again due to the grand 
ole time we had there last year. For those of you not 
familiar with the Marshall Bowhunters site from the famous 
annual MO Jam event, it might be a little tough to find, but 
it is well worth the effort. There will be free primitive 
camping on site and the UBM and the Marshall Bowhunters 
have coordinated to have several fresh Port-o-Potties on 
site.  There is potable water and ice available as well, but no 
hookups. There are picnic tables around, but be sure to 
bring your lawn chairs and maybe a pop-up shelter or two 
in case of rain. There is a pool and shower facility available 
for $1/head at the park just opposite the turn into the 
Marshall Bowhunters drive which might be a nice respite if 
it’s hot.

   Friday evening will be an informal affair with an open 
Board Meeting around 8:00 pm. All are invited and 
encouraged to attend and participate. Open shooting is 
available Friday evening - “coon” shooting after dark at 
your own peril!

   Saturday will start off with registration opening at 8:00 
am and there will be two 12-target course loops available to 
shoot. There will be an activity for the young’uns around 
mid-morning (making duct tape quivers I think) and maybe 
a long-distance charity shoot in the afternoon followed by 
the 3-Man Skirmish. The festivities will culminate with a 
fine BBQ spread for those who choose to participate. The 
evening will just be a simple “hang out with your friends” 
and we can open up the “coon” shoot again if anyone’s 
interested.  

   Marshall Bowhunters will have concessions available for 
Saturday morning and noon as well as Sunday morning. 
Their vittles were top-notch last year and their prices are 
very reasonable.  Let’s do our best to support their 
organization and fill our bellies (while simplifying our 
weekend)! The Saturday evening catering this year will also 
be provided by Marshall Bowhunters - they have several 
competition-class BBQ experts as members who are 
whipping up a culinary masterpiece to feed us. We’ll also 
be putting our best “Green” foot forward this year with 
recycling receptacles for glass, aluminum and plastic.  With 
some conscientious effort, we can reduce our footprint for 
the weekend.

   Back by popular demand will be some can raffles. If you 
have something to donate, let Darren Haverstick, Mike 
Calahan or Brian Peterson know or simply bring the item(s) 
with you to the Rendezvous.  Donations are graciously 
accepted.

   This year the Rendezvous registration is included on page 8 
of the newsletter. This will save the UBM hundreds of 
dollars in printing and postage but remember, this will be 
your only printed notice of the Rendezvous.

   Questions or comments, please contact Brian Peterson 
(bpeterson007@centurytel.net, 417-331-1135), Darren 
Haverstick (dchaverstick@gmail.com, 417-693-5304), or 
Mike Calahan kcjc.cal@charter.net, 573-335-3994)	

   Marshall Bowhunters site information and directions 
available at www.marshallbowhunters.org.
(See Map Below)

Please return your registrations before June 14th to:

UBM Rendezvous
10276 N. Farm Road 183
Fair Grove, MO 65648

United Bowhunters of Missouri Rendezvous

Map to Marshall Bowhunters Archery Range
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United Bowhunters of Missouri Rendezvous
June 21st, 22nd & 23rd, 2013

Marshall Bowhunters Club, Marshall, Missouri

Pre-Registration Form

Local Hotels and Campgrounds
Hotels:

Friday Night Fish & Hush Puppy's

Comfort Inn, 1356 West College St., Marshall, MO ........................................... (660)886-8080

Number of Adult Shooters (15 and up) @ $10.00 ............... X $10.00 =  $

Number of Youth Shooters (14 and Under Free) ................

Saturday Evening Barbeque (One Menu) @ $ 13.00 ......... X $13.00 =  $

Total (Checks Payable to UBM)

Name on Check

$

Super 8, 1355 west College St., Marshall, MO .................................................... (660)886-3359

Marshall Lodging, 1355 west Vest St., Marshall, MO ........................................ (660)886-2326

RV Parks/Campgrounds:  (Distances below from Marshall)

Arrow Rock State Historic Site (15 mi East on MO-240/MO-41) ....................

UBM Rendezvous

Mail Registration No Later
Than June 14th, 2013
to:

10276 N. Farm Road 183
Fair Grove, MO 65648

(660)837-3330

Van Meter State Park (15 Miles North on MO-41) ............................................ (660)886-2326

Lazy Days RV Park  (Jct. I-70 & 65, approx. 10 miles South) ........................... (660)879-4411

Cut on dashed line and detach Cut on dashed line and detach

MENU for the Saturday Evening Barbeque

Note: For the 4th year on Friday Night,
Ron Mackenberg and Mike Calahan will
host the fish and hush puppy's. Hot dogs
will be available for non fish eaters. This
is a free offering to UBM Members and
side dishes are welcome to help out.

Smoked pork butt, grilled marinated chicken
breast, potato salad, baked beans, bread,
dessert and iced tea.    

From The Laptop

N.A.B.C. Report

Stocking the Pantry, Ozarks-Style

by Brian Peterson

by Brian Peterson

by Brian Peterson

 Man, time flies!  Turkey season is just finishing up, 
the carp have been rolling, and lo and behold, it 
snowed this weekend!  Welcome to May in the 
Ozarks!  The old adage comes to mind—“If you 
don’t like the weather, just wait 5 minutes…”  Lots 
to look forward to this spring:  plenty of club shoots 
(including the first annual fish shoot in Cape 
Girardeau), our rendezvous towards the end of June, 

maybe a little groundhog and squirrel hunting…  oh and 
maybe a little “working for a living” thrown in for good 
measure.  Nah!  I know a bunch of us are headed to 
Mississippi for the Jerry Pierce Memorial Shoot in May, 
and I look forward to seeing you all at Marshall again this 
year.  Keep your eyes and ears peeled for upcoming 
events and give Darren or me a holler if you have any 
questions.

   It was a busy day, and I really hadn’t 
planned on doing much more than 
working in my shop or perhaps cutting 
the grass later.  Just then, my phone 
buzzed with a text from my son, Chris…  
“Carp are rolling in Forsyth—grab your 
bow!”.  30 minutes later, I was shin-deep 
in a flooded slough next to Chris who 
already had 8 big carp on his stringer.
   The water there was muddy and visibility 
was about as good as a glass of chocolate 
milk, but the carp were in spawning 
mode and would present themselves 
fairly regularly for a quick shot.
   There was plenty of missing, some 
spectacular “shoulda seen that one” 
shots; even a couple of double and triple 
opportunities, and in the end, we had 30 
big German carp between us—the largest 
well over 10 pounds, and the average 
well into the 8 pound range.  Even a couple
of mirror carp graced my stringer, which is 
a rare treat as they few and far between 
‘round these parts.
   Despite the fact that we still had a few 
fish each left to fill our limits, it was 
pretty evident that we were going to have 

our hands full cleaning fish before the 
night was out so we called a day early 
and headed home to sharpen fillet knives.  
In the end, we had six gallons of cleaned, 
de-veined and ready-to-process chunks of 

“Ozark Fighting Fish” for our 
efforts—enough to fill the pantry for 
another year.  Once you’ve tasted Carp 
Croquettes, you’ll agree—it’s a treat well 
worth the effort!

   I recently traveled to Dallas, Texas to attend the annual North 
American Bowhunting Coalition meeting.  This meeting was 
scheduled to follow the Pope & Young Convention in April.  Due 
to some logistical issues within the NABC regional structure, the 
meeting was not well attended, and while I gave a presentation 
regarding some of the more worrisome trends in “modern” 
archery (exploding, bullet-tipped arrows, arrow-shooting air 
rifles, etc.) and discussed the issue of CWD in captive and wild 
deer populations; the remainder of the meeting was spent 
discussing the future of the NABC and the value it holds for all 

state bowhunting organizations.  While the NABC was organized 
in an effort to galvanize our forces against the ever-present 
crossbow issue (and this is still a primary focal point), the 
NABC has much to offer each and every state organization, from 
fundraising, membership drives, conventions and banquets, to 
legislative issues and how to deal with the regulation makers at 
the state level.  Like all state organizations, the NABC is an all 
volunteer organization, and like UBM, its future depends on 
like-minded people who are willing to spend the time and effort 
to make it successful.

Chris trying to be very very quiet! The Author's Stringer
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